
What the H?  
Did Pittsburg Give Us Our First Letter?
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these slides
are at

bit.ly/what-the-h



Very Local History
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Creator of the 1st Tech Retreat
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what has
been
called
170A
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HPA has
an A for
Association
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Phantom P ?
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HPA kept the H 
as Hollywood!



Strange for Our Business

H begins “high”
 HDTV
 HDMI
 HDCP
 HDR
 HFR
 HSR
 HQ
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Why HPA Kept the H as “Hollywood”?

There’s a different 
common meaning for 
“high”
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2008
documentary



What Is This Thing Called “Hollywood”?
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What Is This Thing Called “Hollywood”?
1. a place

2. a metonym
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Google’s Idea of the Place
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HPA Global HQ



Hollywood History & the Women Who Made It
 Pre-human to a fault
 Pre-1521

 Tongva
 “Kaweg-na” 

[place of the hill]
 1769 “Cahuenga” noted
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Hollywood History & the Women Who Made It
 El Centro divides Rancho La Brea from Rancho Los Feliz
 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo honors land grants, but…
 1860 Henry Hancock gets Rancho La Brea
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Madame Ida Helena Haraszthy Hancock Ross



Hollywood History & the Women Who Made It
 1886 Harvey Henderson Wilcox files 120-acre subdivision
 1887 “Hollywood” per his wife Daeida Hartle (of Hicksville, O.)

 alternative view: pidgin version of “I’m hauling wood”
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 banks
 city hall
 gardens
 library
 park
 police stn.
 post office
 school
 theater
 tennis club



Hollywood History & the Women Who Made It
 More from Daeida:

 free lots for churches
 business developments
 mansion/museum for artist Paul De Longpre

 Helen Beveridge, Daeida’s mother-in-law, soirees & lectures
 Mary Moll, Daeida’s philanthropic and development rival
 Caroline “Grandma” Wakeman, suffragette, drinker, smoker, 

confessed trolley-line briber
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De Longpre
mansion

“Balloon Line”
trolley to

Hollywood



Hollywood History & the Women Who Made It
 1906 Almira Hershey buys and expands the Hollywood Hotel

 current site of the annual SMPTE convention & Academy Awards
 Highland Mary Price, first burial in Hollywood Cemetery

 1912 manager Margaret Anderson creates Beverly Hills Hotel
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Hollywood History & the Women Who Made It
 1922 June Mathis becomes highest-paid Hollywood executive

 discoverer of Rudolph Valentino; together forever
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The Plaque
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L.A. mayor Norris Poulsen &
actress Taina Elg at Main & 7th

HOLLYWOOD'S GOLDEN JUBILEE
1907-1957

MAJOR MOTION PICTURE FILMING IN
LOS ANGELES BEGAN AT THIS LOCATION
IN THE FALL OF 1907 WHEN SCENES
FOR A FOURTEEN-MINUTE FEATURE,
"THE COUNT OF MONTE CRISTO," WERE
TAKEN.FROMTHIS BEGINNING, HOLLYWOOD
BECAME THE WORLD'S MOTION PICTURE
CAPITAL.

PLACED DEC. 12, 1957



Well…
 Edison actualities in Southern California starting 1897
 1906 A Daring Southern California Hold Up shot in the actual 

city of Hollywood, a Biograph Studios production (The Count 
of Monte Cristo was Selig-Polyscope Studios)

 1911 1st Hollywood studio (David Horsley, Universal co-founder)

 since 1907, multiple studios in Edendale, Glendale, L.A., Long 
Beach, Santa Monica, etc.
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one Long Beach
movie studio



Flight to the Cities

 1915 Universal City

 1916 Culver City

 1926 Movietone City
 now Century City

 1927 Studio City
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Triangle
Studios

not to mention
Burbank



My Theory: Glorious Conflict

 Daeida’s Hollywood:
 no alcohol, firearms, speeding, bowling, pool, movie theaters

 early movie Hollywood:
 1st studio in a tavern
 gunfights
 speeding
 Idle Time movie theater
 cowboys hanging around
 burning film to recover silver

Mark Schubin, HPA Tech Retreat, 2017 February 24 30



Mark Schubin, HPA Tech Retreat, 2017 February 24 31



 1921 Hollywood Bowl, wannabes-don’t-come ad
 1932 Hollywood Christmas Parade ®
 1949 1st of several Hollywood sign ® restorations

 originally (1923) promotion of Hollywoodland development
 suicide and crash both associated with the H

 1953 idea for Hollywood Walk of Fame ®
 1st implemented 1960
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Alabama 1897
incorporation

 Maryland 1867
 NY 17,000 acres, -52°F



Metonym for “the Biz”

 Hollywood movies can be made anywhere
 Holyrood is a metonym for the Scottish government

 based on the Scottish Parliament’s proximity to the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse (holy rood = holy cross at least since 1128)

 Bollywood is a metametonym
 Nollywood is a metametametonym
 Dollywood is a theme park
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Where Did “the Biz” Come From?
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Who Was Her Boss?

36
June Mathis, again



 with brother-in-law James Clark
 created Famous Players ([?] per obituary)

 (became part of Paramount)

 created Metro Pictures 
 (became part of MGM)
 made Rudolph Valentino a star

 President of First National Pictures
 (became part of Warner Bros.)
 delivered a SMPE paper on frame rates

 GM of Fox
 executive at RKO, MGM, Republic
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Richard A. Rowland

at Culver Studios

famously quipped of UA,
“The lunatics have 
taken over the asylum”
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Richard A. Rowland
 Born in Pittsburgh in 1880
 Went to work as an assistant 

spotlight operator at Harry 
Davis’s Pittsburg Opera 
House at age 12
 Rowland’s father sold 

spotlights and theatrical 
supplies

 Suggests movies to Davis
 Took over Pittsburg Calcium 

Light in 1900 at age 20

What
happened
to the H?

Harry Davis



What the H??
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+ by end of 1896:
 Biograph*
 Kinematographe
 Magniscope
 Phantoscope
 Zinematographe

more in later years

* world premiere



At the Bijou
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At the Avenue

Mark Schubin, SMPTE Pittsburgh, 2016 November 2 42



Mark Schubin, SMPTE Pittsburgh, 2016 November 2 43

thus Davis’s Zinematographe



Maher-Choynski Glove Contest
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acted



1896-1905

 Davis shows movies in his “legitimate” 
Pittsburg theaters

 Showing movies means buying or 
making them

 After accumulating many movies, 
Davis dedicates a room in the back of 
an arcade to showing them

 The arcade burns down, so…
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World’s 1st* Dedicated Movie Theater (1905)
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Harry Davis (Zinematographe) and John Harris (brother-in-law)
(2nd was in Poland, then Chicago)
(word used previously in Boston)

*1st long-term:
there had been
earlier brief
storefront movie
theaters in both
New Orleans and
Los Angeles

up to 40
shows/day



Associated Studio
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Gilbert Anderson, later Broncho Billy



Universal
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Carl
Laemmle’s

White Front
Theater,
Chicago,
Opened
Feb. 24,

1906



The Brothers Warner
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Cascade Picture Palace, New Castle, PA



Pittsburg Jeweler Turned Movie Mogul
Lewis Seleznick & Son David O. Selznick
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Rowland Gets Involved in Film
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 Takes over 
Pittsburg Calcium 
Light (1900)
 already theatrical 

supplies
 adds film

 Sold to General 
Film* (1910)
 “more money 

than I thought 
existed”

ad in the New York Clipper, April 28, 1906

* distribution subsidiary of the Motion Picture Patents Company



Consultant to PCL 
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credited with the dual-projector seamless 
changeover, the movie palace, the 
Rockettes, the symbiotic relationship 
between movies and broadcasting, and
inspiring sound movies



Consultant to PCL 
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credited with the dual-projector seamless 
changeover, the movie palace, the 
Rockettes, the symbiotic relationship 
between movies and broadcasting, and
inspiring sound movies
(also Amanda Peet’s
great grandfather)



Another Pittsburgh Warner Bros. Connection
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The Film Index, July 2, 1910



1907 Motion Picture Conference
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Fort Pitt Hotel

led to the
creation
(and later
downfall)
of the
Motion
Picture
Patents
Company

Biograph
Edison
Essanay
Kleine
Kalem
Lubin
Melies
Pathe
Selig
SIC
Vitagraph
WB&E
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First Movie Gunfight



Edwin S. Porter
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The Great Train Robbery (1903)
Porter made movies from Pittsburgh stories;

his brother later marketed them from Pittsburgh



Sound Movies in Pittsburgh
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one of 15 Cameraphone Theaters in the Pittsburgh area starting 1908
by Howard Brant Kester; earlier behind screen at Grand Opera House



1st Moving Images on Transport

Mark Schubin, SMPTE Pittsburgh, 2016 November 2 59

The Motion Picture World
May 25, 1912
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1911 1st Hollywood studio
the torch is passed

safe for Pittsburgh to get its H back



Questions?

Mark Schubin, HPA Tech Retreat, 2017 February 24 61

these slides are at
bit.ly/what-the-h

and why electronic moving image research began in 1877 is at
bit.ly/siemens-eye


