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1972
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initially 365 subscribers in
Wilkes-Barre, PA



1969
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Newsday (Nassau edition), June 30, 1969, p. 17



1964
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https://losangelestheatres.blogspot.com/2017/03/campus-theatre.html

https://losangelestheatres.blogspot.com/2017/03/campus-theatre.html


1954
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The New York Times, October 30, 1954, p. 14



1953 Palm Springs
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Paramount Telemeter
https://www.earlytelevision.org/telemeter.html

https://www.earlytelevision.org/telemeter.html


1951
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planned earlier
https://www.earlytelevision.org/phonevision.html

https://www.earlytelevision.org/phonevision.html


1948
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1937
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TV and Shortwave World, July 1937
(HF modulation)



1932
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http://www.rediffusion.info/1928-1978/

http://www.rediffusion.info/1928-1978/


1922
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R. A. Fessenden, US patent 2,059,221

R. A. Fessenden, US patent 2,059,222



1920
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story about the KDKA broadcast of election returns 
carried from a radio receiver to telephone subscribers

The Indiana Gazette, November 6, 1920, p. 1



1907
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Telharmonium
music synthesizer

200 tons!



1897
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1893
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Telefon Hírmondó
Budapest

1st newscast



1890
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http://telephoniste.free.fr/collections/jean-louis/theatrophone.jpg
Paris

http://telephoniste.free.fr/collections/jean-louis/theatrophone.jpg


1885 1st system
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The 1st system with subscribers, 
Lisbon

1st documentary evidence of use 
of consumer headphones



1848
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“all such as may
be willing to pay”

Punch
Dec. 30, 1848
p. 275



Now Count Up
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1673
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- Mayan pyramids 
with speaking tubes

- 1608 “Ear of 
Dionysius” named 
by Caravaggio

illustration from
Phonurgia Nova by
Athanasius Kircher



1778
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subscription 
contract

Paris Water 
Company

(1st private 
company on the

Paris Stock 
Exchange)

Gallica/BNF



1782
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La science picturesque, March 28, 1867, p.179



1787 – 1st idea
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Now You Know
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